The fascinating background of an Aussie icon

In 1874 Benjamin Dunkerley arrived in Tasmania from England and de-
cided to start a hat making business in Hobart. His skills as a hatter were
backed by his ability to invent machinery, and safter his arrival he had de-
veloped a mechanical method of removing the hpirfroam rabbit fur so the
under-fur could be used in felt hat making. Presiguhis task had to be done
by hand.

In the early 1900's Dunkerley moved the businesSrtwn Street, Surry Hills, —_ :
an inner suburb of Sydney, setting up a small haking factory.

In 1904 Stephen Keir I, who had also migrated fiengland, joined Dunker-
ley. Keir had hat making experience from England] was seen as a valuable
acquisition for the business. In 1905 he marriech Atinkerley, Benjamin's
daughter and soon after was made General Managere #hat time the hat
making firm has been in the hands of succeedingrgéinns of the Keir family.

In 1911, the business became Dunkerley Hat Miltg &ahd had a mere nineteel
employees.

The trade name "Akubra" came into use in 1912. ilbeeasing popularity re-
sulted in the move to larger premises in Bourke&irWaterloo and expande
production, especially of Slouch hats during WoN@r I. Soon after all hats':
were branded Akubra. When Dunkerley died in 192&)ership of the business
transferred to Stephen Keir I. The business coatinto flourish and when
Stephen Keir retired in 1952 he was succeeded asadiiag Director by his
eldest son, Herbert. His second son, Stephen Kesetved as General Man-
ager and became Managing Director in 1972. His Stephen Keir 1ll, became
Managing Director in 1980. Another son, Grahammedi the firm in 1972, first
as sales representative for Northern NSW and &stévational Sales Manager
Unfortunately, Graham died prematurely in 1987 pBé&n Keir Il retired as
Managing Director on 31st December 2007, allowiisgson and fourth genera-
tion of the Keir family, Stephen Keir IV, to assuthe mantle of Managing Di-
rector. In 2010, after working with the company fmore than 56 years, &
Stephen Keir Il O.A.M stepped down as Chairmarihef Board of Directors. =
Stephen Keir IV, who has worked with the Akubra pamy for more than 20
years, is appointed Chairman of the Board of DextSo the family tradition
continues.

The Akubra Hat Factory is now based on the midimodast of New South
Wales in the town of Kempsey, having relocated fydney in 1974.



